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THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


F the A and their Utility ſo muah "EB 3 faid, 1 
O ſo general, if not ſo univerſal, is the Diſpoſition witah 
ſary to ſay any Thing i in their Recommendation. 


Bur, as they have hitherto been more admired than cultivated 
amongſt us, as there is actually ſomething ridiculous in ſharpe- 
ning the Appetite, and refining the Taſte, without ſhewing any 
Regard to the Means of gratify ing the one or the other, and as 
the Tendency of this Paper, is to beſpeak the Attention of the 
Public to an Expedient for removing this national Reproach, it 

may be allowable to recapitulate a few general Heads, juſt to re- 


freſh the Memory, and ſhew, at a ſingle Glance, that the Arts 


are, to the full, of as much Importance to Society, as they have 
been re preſented to be. 


PixAsuRE, Profit, Fame are the great Sade, of every Per- 

ſuit, public or private; and thoſe Communities, which have a- 
bounded moſt with Proviſions to gratify the Mind on theſe ſeve- 
ral Heads, have been of all others che mt conſider d, and the 
moſt extoll d. 
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has appear'd in their Favour, that tis no longer neceſ- 


iv INTRODUCTION, 


A tovs of Pleafure i is We in every Heart as the neceſ- 
fary Sweetener of Life; and, conſequently, can never be repre- 
henſible, but when irregular or inordinate ; Of all Pleaſures, thoſe 
excited by Works of Art and Genius are of the moſt innocent, 
the moſt refined, and the moſt laudable Kind : They are, more 

or leſs, the Objects of all Perſons in all Circumſtances; and, with- 
out any Violence to Truth, it may be affirm'd, that the wooden 
Prints and Bellmen's Verſes, which are the Pride of Garrets and 
Cellars, have their Riſe from the ſame Origin, which has intro- 
duced the Works of Corregio, Titian, Raphael, Reubens, &c. 
Sc. into the magnificent Apartments of the Great. In ſhort, 
the ordinary Works of Nature, magnificent and ſtupendous as 
they are, do not always | ſtrike us more ſenſibly than our own 
Imitations of them. 7 


N EXT to the Appetites and Paſſions, it has _ hd 8 
rioſity has the moſt irrefiſtable Dominion over us; it is to 
OCurioſity all the Efforts of Art and Genius are addreſs d; that is 
to ſay, Curiofity made rational, by being reduced to Principles 
and directed by Judgment; and, in Proportion as the Sphere of 
its Operations 18 enlarged, its eee will be ATA 
with it. 


Fro Archid@uee and all 6 1 ex Eee and inter- 
nal, from Painting and Sculpture, Graving and Chaſing, Plant- 
ing and Gardening, and all the various Performances, in which, 1 
Art and Genius, Elegance of F ancy, and Accuracy of Work- =_ 
manſhip are confeſſedly united, it will deſcend to the ſubor- 4 
dinate Branches of Deſign : In Utenſils of all Sorts, Plate and Ca- 
bdinet-Work, Patterns KY Silks, Jewelling, Garniture, Porcelaine, 
_ Carriage-building and Equipage, down even to Toys and Trink- 
| ets, it will expect to find the fame Manifeſtations of OY 
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and Eleganey, and wil reject whatſoever is apparently irrecon- 
cicable with the true Eons: Uſe and Beatty. 


tw as Curiofity 3 is, in a Manner, boundleſs, 0 are the Pow- 
ers of the Imagination too : Hence then the Ideas of Exceliency 
would be diverſified into a thouſand Shapes; - and as ſoon as the 
Mind was fatiated with one pleaſing ROO it would be relieved 
oF another. 


Wis the more Attention we beſtow upon the Arts, and the 


uicker Reliſh we acquire for them, the more enlarged the Pro- 


vince of Pleaſure becomes; and, what is equally worthy of Con- 


ſideration, the Pleaſures of Individuals, thus derived and obtain d, 
f 1 age FP many inexhauſtible Sources of Profit to the Public. 


Ir is for the Profit of the Public, that every Tadividual mould 


be employ'd, and that every Vein of Induſtry and Ingenuity 
| ſhould be open'd : The Circulation is then both ſtrong and equal, 


and every Member of the Commonwealth helps to communicate 
og and Vigour to the whole. 


IT is both a Diſgrace and a Detriment to a Commonwealth to 
une any Want, having the proper Materials within itſelf to ſup- 


ply it; as alſo, to pay at a foreign Market for any Production 


which a very little Conduct might bring, in the ſame Degree of 


Excellence, to it's own. 


Tarr prodigious Sums England has laid out at foreign Markets 


for Paintings, is but a Trifle compared to the more prodigious 


Sums expended by Engliſh Travellers, for the bare Sight of ſuch ; 


"Te as ** en d of < ever fecing at t Home. 
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= INTRODUCTION. 


Bur the Loſs in Point of Money is not to be ſo much regret- 
ted perhaps, as the Loſs in Point of Character; for, in this one 


particular at leaſt, we voluntarily yield the Palm to every petty 
State that has happen'd to produce a Painter ; and by the Lan- 


guage generally uſed on this Subject, by our own Countrymen as 
well as Others, one would think, This was the only Country in 


the World, incapable of producing one; as if the Genius of a 


Painter was one Kind of Eſſence, and the Genius of a Poet ano- 
ther; and as if the Air and Soil which had given Birth to a 


Shakeſpear and a Bacon, a Milton and a Newton (Names which 


the proudeſt Writers of the Continent dare not mention without 


a Note of Admiration) could be deficient in any Species of Ex- 
 cellency whatſoever, | mY | 


Wuzrt as the whole Secret lies in This: When Princes for their 
Grandeur, or Prieſts for their Profit, have had Recourſe to Paint- 


ing, the Encouragement given to the Profeſſor gave Spirit to the 


Art; and every one thought it worth his while to diſtinguiſh 


himſelf, in Hope of ſharing in the Reward. 


Ox the contrary, Thoſe who ſet their Hearts on making Col- 


lections ov, inſtead of advancing the Art they profeſs to love 


or animating the Profeſſors of it, have actually help'd to create 


the very Deficience they affect to complain of: for, in order to 

juſtify the exceſſive Prices they have been artificially induced to 
give for Names and Characters, I hey are inſenſibly led to decry 
and undervalue every modern Performance: And as a Collection 
ALONE, is too often ſufficient to create a taſteleſs Connoiſſeur, and 
Connoiſſeurs are received in the Groſs, as the only competent Jud- 


ges, it will neceſſarily follow, that it muſt be with a Painter as 


with the Roman Catholic Saints, who are never beatified till a hun- 
dred Years after they are dead, nor canoniſed till after a hundred 


| Years 
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Years more: A Conſideration which, in the preſent undervalued, 
if not derided, State of Fame or Glory, cannot be eſtcem'd a 


very powerful Incentive. 


Ir then a national Character is a Matter of any Concern to In- 


dividuals, and if, to be complete, it ought to be round, conſiſt- 

ent and of a Piece, the preſent wild and neglected State of the 

Arts, and of Painting in particular, is worthy both of Attention 
and Concern. e 1 | 


Curios1TyY is the ſame in other Countries as it is in This; and 
if the Productions of our Painters, Statuaries and Architects could 
be brought to equal thoſe of our Authors, it would become as 
much a Requiſite to a finiſh'd Education for thoſe abroad to viſit 
us, as it has hitherto been for us to viſit them; in which Caſe, 
the Ballance in Point of Profit as well as Honour, which has 
been hitherto totally againſt us, might become equal at leaſt, if 
not take a Turn in our Favour. | CT 


To bring about this deſirable End, it has, therefore, been 


thought expedient to ſolicit the Eſtabliſhment of a Royal Aca- 
demy, under the Direction of a ſelect Number of Artiſts, choſen 


by Ballot out of the whole Body. A private Academy, ſup- 


ported only by the voluntary Subſcriptions of Maſters and Stu- 
_ dents, had, in the Courſe of a few Years, by the Force of Emu- 


lation only, produced fuch Numbers of able Draughtſmen, and 


had otherwiſe operated fo ſenſibly and viſibly to the Improvement 


of every Branch of Deſigning, that it was thought, no other 
Method bid ſo fair to accelerate the Progreſs we had ſtill to make 
and bring on that State of Perfection which was ſo much deſired 
on one Hand, and ſo much deſpair'd of on the other. 


1 
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A en for ſuch a Royal Academy has been ED 
by which the ſaid Committee of Artiſts are to be empower d to 
receive Contributions towards a Fund for defraying the Charge 
of the ſame: A Plan has alſo been digeſted, for ceconomiting, _ 
and directing the whole; which it is hoped is not liable to 
any material Exceptions; and all that is farther wanting to 
| . 9 it into Execution is the Benevolence of the Public. 


; 


— 7 | 
· 


As then the 1 is of a e Nature ; as the Ex- 
4 pence to the Public will be inconſiderable in Compariſon to 
| the Advantages to be expected from it; as one diſtinguiſh'd Set 
of Noblemen and Gentlemen, long ago convinced of the Ne- 
ceſſity of ſuch a Plan, ſet apart a Sum of Money to be ap- 
ply'd to a fimilar Uſe, when Opportunity ſhould offer; as pe- 
cuniary Rewards have been offer d by another Society of No- 7 
blemen and Gentlemen to ſtimulate and encourage young Be- i 

ginners; and as no Foundation, how narrow in its Views and ® 

Purpoſes whatſoever, has ever yet wanted Patrons and Bene- 

factors, it would become criminal even to pen a bi... 

i lity, that ſuch a One as This would be ſuffer'd to an in 1 
b | wy —_ for . of Aſſiſtance only. | 2 
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10 propoſed, That a convenient Houſe be taken, with a 
ſufficient Number of Rooms, for the Purpoſes hereafter men- 
tion'd; That is to fay, Two, contiguous to each other for 

drawing and modelling from the Life; One for Architecture and 

Perſpective; One for drawing from Plaiſter ; One for receiving 


the Studies of all the different Kinds, together with a Library 
One of a proper Size for the Exhibition of the Productions of the 


Academy, and others for a Houſekeeper, &'c. | 


Tarar ſome fine Pictures, Caſts from the beſt Antique Statues, 
Buſtoes, Bas Relieves, Intaglia's, &c. Books of Antiquity, Hiſ- 
tory, Architecture, &c. a Collection of Drawings, Prints, and 
whatever ciſe may be thought neceſſary for the Improvement of 


| the Students, be purchaſed by this Society. 


er there be Piofcliins of Anatomy, Geometry, Perſpective, 


Architecture, and ſuch other Studies as are neceſſary to a Painter, 
Sculptor or Architect. | 


 Trar the Profeſſors, Painters, Sculptors and Architects do 


read Lectures gaga Year on the conſtituent Parts of 


their ſeveral Arts; the Reaſons on which they are founded, 
and the Preciſion and Immutability of true Taſte, with proper 
Cauticns againſt Caprice and Affectations of all Sorts. 


Tur 
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Tuar ſeveral living Models be provided of different "> OT 


ter s, but excellent in their Kind, who are to ſtand five Nights in 
the Week, and that the Profeliots attend to — 1 both by Ex- 


ample and Precept. 


THar every Profeſſor, er 3 Scu! ptor or Architect, 


do preſent the Academy with a Piece of his Performance at his 
Admiſſion. | | 


: no Scholar be admitted to draw from the Life, till he 
has gone through the various Claſſes in the School, Re given 
; fufficicat Proof of his Capacity for drawing from the Life 


Trar in order to excite dition, a certain Number of. 
Medals be annually given to ſuch of theſe Students as ſhall diſ- 
3 themſelves moſt. 


Thar every 8 after he has bend 
given ſome Proofs of ky Ability in the ſeveral GS OT: neceſſary 


to his Profeſſion, may then be admitted a Candidate for a 85 el- 


quia 8 


Tua r ſuch of 1 as chuſe to travel to Rome to com- 
plete their Studies, do make a Compoſition from ſome given Sub- 


ject, as a Proof of their Capacities; and if there be many Com- 
petitors, then he, who ſhall Sbtnin the Preference, ſhall be ſent 
with a Salary ſufficient to maintain him decently Years, 
during which Time he is to be employ'd in the Service of the 
Academy, either in copying Pictures of the beſt Maſters, making 
Offtracks, if a Painter; copying antique Statues, or Bas Rekeves 


if a Sculptor ; and making Drawings from antient Fragments or 


ſuch new Structures as may advance his Art, if an Architect. All 
theſe 


A g 4 
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be 


' Years, and 
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3 to be ey din fuch Works as the 1 ſhall ap- 
point for the Benefit and Uſe of the faid Academy. 


Trar other Medals of greater Value than thoſe firſt mention 'd, 
or ſome Badges of Diſtinction be given publicly to thoſe, who 
ſhall manifeſt any 1 Excellence. 

THAT, as ſeveral of the inferior Parts a Drawing are of oreat 
Uſe to the Manufactures of this Kingdom, and many of the Stu- | 


_ dents whoſe Capacities or Genius may not lead them to the per- 


fect Study of the human Figure, ſome of the above-mention'd 
Profeſſors ſhould be well ſkill'd in Ornaments, Fruit, Flowers, 
Birds, Beaſts, &c. that they may not only be enabled to dg 
of, but if neceſſary to inſtruct the Students therein. 


TuAr Drawing-Maſters for ſuch Seba as may be wanted in 


real Parts of this Kingdom be appointed by the Profeſſors 
under the Seal of the Academy. 


Tuar a specimen of every Manufacture of Taſte and Ele- 


gance be purchaſed by this Society, and a Reward given him, 
who ſhall excel] in it. 


Tnar there be a yearly Expoſition of Pictures, Statues or 


Models, and md. in Architecture of the F ieee on this 


Academy. 


Tuna a Houſekeeper be appointed, who ſhall continually re- 
fide at the Academy to keep every Thing clean and in Or- 
der, and not ſuffer any of the above-mention'd Studies to go 


out of the Houſe without a Warrant ſign” d by the 
and then to take a Receipt for the ſame, 
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10 F ounder and Patron ; as hath been uſual in the like 


Tarar the Society corlift of a Preſident, Vice-Preſident, Di- 
rectors, Fellows and Scholars, which ſhall be call'd by the Name 


of the Royal Academy of London fer the Improvement of Paint- 
ing, Sculpture and Architeflure: And that by the ſaid Name 
they ſhall have per "_ Succeſſion. 


Tuar the Society be i impower'd to receive and poſſeſs Lands, 
Goods, Chattels, &c. not . the 8 y Value of Two 
T houſand Pounds. 


Trar the Ley, by the Name of 6s at Academy of- 
London for the Improvement of Painting, Scuipture and Archi- 
tecture, may plead and be impleaded, defend and be defended 


for ever, in the fame Manner as any Liege Subjects may fuc,. or 


be ſued, wile the Kingdom of Great Britain. 


TAT 


HAT hi Majeſty be 9 pleaſed to . himſelf 
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TrarT the Society ani a common Seal for their Uſe, and 


from Time to Time to change or alter the ſame as s they ſhall 
; 1 expedient. : | 


Tran the Directors of the ſaid Society ſhall: confift of thirty 
Perſons, whereof the Preſident, Vice-Preſident, Treaſurer, and 


Secretary for the Time being always to be Four, and that all 


Perſons, who within fix Months from the Date of the Charter, 


ſhall be choſen by the firſt Preſident, Vice-Preſident and Di- 


rectors herein-after named, and in all Times after the Bid fir 
Months, by the Preſident, Vice-Preſident, Directors and Fel- 


lows of the ſaid Body Corporate for the Ties being, ſhall be 


Fellows of the ſaid Society, and fo accounted during Life, except 


by the Statutes of the ſaid Society hereafter to be made any of 


them ſhall be duly amoved. 


Tu aT the Prefident of the fa Society contirue in the ſaid 
Office during Lite. 


Tear the Vice-Preſident, Treaſurer, Secretary and the Reſt 


of the Directors, continue ſeverally untill the Feaſt of St. Luke, 
which ſhall happen next after the Expiration of three Years, 
from the Date of the Charter, and from thence untill other fit 
and able Perſons be choſen into the ſaid Offices, provided always 
(the Preſident excepted) that the Reſt of the Directors be either 
Painters, Sculptors or Architects by Profeſſion. | = 


Tnar all the Perſons appointed, or hereafter to be appointed 
Directors, ſhall aſſiſt and adviſe in the Buſineſs of the ſaid Royal 
Academy, and ſhall have the Appointment and Nomination of 
all the Profeſſors or Teachers, of the ſeveral Claſſes of Students, 


in the ſeveral Arts under the Inſpection of the ſaid Society, as 


alſo of the Scholars. | 
D ; Tur 
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„„ ABSTRACT of te CHARTER. 


Tuar the Sdciety may hold Meetings of themſelves, 6 the 
better Improvement of the Arts of Painting, Sculpture, Archi- 
tecture, Drawing and the other Arts depending thereupon, as 
often as . in London, or within ten Miles thereof. 


Tua the Society, upon the Death or Reſignation of the Pre- 


fident, do elect another Perſon to be Preſident, to continue during 
Life. 


Trar the Society may from Time to Time nominate and 


chooſe once in three Years, fit and able Perſons, being Members 


thereof, to be Vice-Preſident, Treaſurer, Secretary and Direct- 
ors, to continue ſeverally oval St. Luke's Day next after the 


Expiration of three Years from the Time of their reſpective Elec- 


tions, and from thence till another be choſen, and in Caſe the 
Vice-Preſident, Treaſurer, Secretary and Directors, or either of 


them, ſhall die or be removed from either of the ſaid Offices, then 


it ſhall be lawful for the Directors of the ſaid Society to chooſe a 
fit and able Perſon to fall up ſuch Office, and the Perſon or Per- 


ſons, ſo choſen, ſhall continue till the Expiration of the three 


Years for which the ſaid Directors ſhall be then choſen, 


THarT in Caſe of the Abſence of the Preſident and V ice-Pre- 


ſident, upon any Day that a Meeting of the ſaid Society had 
been 1 appointed, the Directors being aſſembled to the 
Number of twenty or more, may elect from amongſt themſelves 
a Perſon to be Vice-Preſident for that Meeting only. 


Trar i in Caſe the Action of the We or other 
Officer or Officers cannot be perfected on the Feaſt of: St. Luke, 
the Society may appoint any other Day for the perfecting ſuch 


Election, or Elections (which ſhall always be by Ballot) and ſo 


from Day to Day till the ſaid Elections ſhall be completed. 


Tuar 
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ABSTRACT of be CHARTER x 


8 the Preficlions or Vice-Preſident and Directors may aſſem- 
ble in any Place in London or within ten Miles thereof (due and 
lawful Summonſes of all the ſaid Members being always premiſed) 
and that they being met, ſhall have Power to make fuch By- 


Laws as ſhall appear to them neceſſary for the Government 


and Regulation of the Society and every Member thereof ; provi- 
ded nevertheleſs that no By-Law or Statute ſhall be binding upon 


the ſaid Society, untill it ſhall have been read over and approved 
of by a Majority of the Preſident or Vice- Preſident, Directors and 


Fellows aſſembled together for et Fp 


THAT a Viſitor or Viſitors. be 2 (at the Fin of 
the Crown) and in Cafe any Difference or Abuſe ſhall hereafter 
happen in, or about, the Government or Affairs of the ſaid So- 
ciety, the Viſitor or Viſitors for the Time Sg ſhall finally 
determine and redreſs the ſame. 
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